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Editorial 


SrarF problems in libraries are likely to become very severe within the next few months. 
That “ best seller ” among publications, the official schedule of reserved occupations, permits 
no reservation of librarians over the age of 35 after the middle of July, 1941. The effec 
of this will be that many libraries will be left almost entirely without male staffs. A number 
of libraries come to mind immediately where the chief librarian himself is under 35, and it is 
very unlikely that he will have assistants older than himself. It is true that we have never seen 
an emergency so severe, and perhaps there is nothing that can be done about it. It has been 
suggested in one quarter that librarians of neighbouring distriéts should undertake the 
supervision of any library which is to be deprived of its chief. We are quite sure that such 
work would gladly be undertaken in spite of the difficulties which the older librarians will 
experience and are already experiencing seeing that many of them are involved in Food or 
Civil Defence services. Each librarian must consider very carefully how his system may be 
reserved and be made to function during his absence : it will require much ingenuity not to 
ose ground. On the other hand, the use of libraries by the public, even in blitzed areas, is 
still so great that they are obviously an integral part of the life of our people. 
* * * * * * 


That the Berlin library was damaged does not create any elation in the mind of any 
British librarian ; so long as bombing continues it will be erratic by its nature and such results 
will occur. That Rome may be bombed also produces no ecstasy. These libraries and 
monuments do not belong in any exclusive way to the very transient generation which has 
forced this conflagration upon the world. They are the possessions of all races and all time. 
The destruction of a British library cannot be compensated by the destruction of one in 
Germany or the Temple of Vesta. 

There is consolation for many librarians only in the thought that a library is in a way a 
physical thing. Local collections are the only parts of some of them which could not at some 
later day be replaced. Buildings, too, may arise on the ruined foundations of the old more 
beautiful than they. Since, then, no place is immune from air attack in an island so small as 
ours, the librarian who has not done so should consider again if there is any refuge for his 
most precious, irreplaceable books ; that done, he can do little more, but carry on, as he has 
done until now. To those librarians who have lost their buildings, who in the first days of 
loss, are inclined to grieve the waste of years of effort, we may say that a calmer reflection will 
help them to think of the physical side of things for what it is. Such a librarian’s life-work lies 
not only in the physical presence of the book now—" the precious life-blood of a master 
spirit ’—but in the lives of the thousands of men and women which have been influenced 
and in numberless cases moulded by the books he has been privileged to provide for them. 
This thought may help today. 

* * * * * * 

We have remarked year by year on the generosity of the Birmingham Public Libraries 
in lending books to visitors from other towns on the scheme now fortunately becoming 
general of making borrowers’ tickets of use in any library where they may be presented. 
During the year ended March 31St Birmingham lent in this way 31,911 volumes, which in 
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spite of the war, or perhaps because of it, is an increase of more than 5,000 over the previous 
year. It would be interesting to know how many books are issued in this manner by all 
libraries throughout the country. Of the value of the service there can be no question. 


* * * * * * 


We continue to be cheered by the letters we receive from American librarians. It is 
clear that amongst those who care for the mind ard spirit there is little of the attitude of 
ex-Colonel Lindbergh ; that strange man who when in distress sought and found a home in 
England, where all honour was shown him, which he has repaid by leading a movement in 
result definitely against the English, however he may name it. There is the spirit of helpfulness, 
brotherliness and a practical effort taking shape in the A.L.A. to help to replace after the war 
the stock of devastated libraries. There has been the willingness of the A.L.A. to allow British 
members to continue in membership even if, owing to the international currency difficulties, 
the dues cannot be paid. 

* * * * * * 


A monumental work now appearing in the United States is Henry E. Bliss’s Bibliographic 
Classification, to be completed in four volumes. Volume |, which has just reached us, contains 
the Introduction of more than a hundred pages, Anterior Tables and Systematic Schedules and 
Index to Classes A—G. A Review will appear in our next issue. 


* * * * * * 


Another work of importance announced for publication is Leslie T. Morton’s Medical 
and Surgical Bibliography, being a checklist of Historical Texts, originally compiled by Fielding H. 
Garrison, with many additions and annotations. The Bibliography traces in miniature, as it 
were, the development of the whole field of Medical Science from the earliest times to the 
present day. A Study of library history is now in the press, introduced by Ernest A. Savage 
and compiled by John L. Thornton under the title of The Chronology of Librarianship. E. V. 
Corbett contributes a work to the library of professional literature on The [//ustrations Collection, 
its Formation, Classification, and Exploitation. 


* * * * * * 


Reprints and forthcoming publications show that in spite of the fact that “ The Books 
in the Battle” continues unabated, replacement and new productions will in due course 
compensate for the heavy losses by chemy action, such as, we regret to point out, in our 
article on page 165, have recently occurred at the National Central Library, Plymouth, and 
many other Book Centres. 


* * * * * * 


The death is announced on the 23rd of March, after a short illness, of Dr. Theodore 
Wesley Koch, librarian of Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, U.S.A., who through 
his frequent visits to this country was well-known to many English confreres. Dr. Koch, 
who was in his seventieth year, (having been born in 1871 in Philadelphia, Pa.), wrote a 
number of scholarly works and translations from Continental authors which were highly 
appreciated, but will be remembered for the contributions he made to the study of Dante. 
His name had been forwarded as one of the candidates for the position of Treasurer of the 
American Library Association at the annual conference to be held at Boston, Mass., next 
month. He is survived by his widow and a daughter. 


* * * * * * 


Owing to a drastic cut in the financial estimates of the Croydon Public Libraries, it has 
been necessary to curtail the activities of some of the branches, but the work of the Central 
Library will be carried on as usual. The economy has been effeéted by a reduction in hours of 
opening or by the closing of some branch libraries on three days a week, but every endeavour 
will be made to maintain as efficient a library service as possible. 


= 
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The Fine Art Library: The Illustrations Collection 


By Rena S. Cowper (Commercial Dept., Edinburgh Central Library). 


THE most valuable auxiliary to the book stock of a fine art library is the illustration colleétion. 
Its funétion is analogous to that of plates in a book : it gives life and meaning to the printed 
word and the opportunity for personal appreciation of the arts. The following are some 
observations upon the establishment and maintenance of such a colleétion. 

SeLEcTION. The general principle to be borne in mind is that illustrations should be 
both complementary and supplementary to the book collection. Prints should be limited to 
the compass of the fine art classification and should not include illustrations of the type housed 
in a general picture collection. Each illustration selected ought to fulfil one or other of these 
two conditions :— 

(a) is it likely to be requested because of the artist, e.g., Holbgin’s Ambassadors, Whistler’s 

Nocturne. 
(4) is it likely to be requested because of its subject, e.g., Nash’s Car/ton Chambers, 
Wren’s A// Hallows. 
Quality in itself as a Standard of selection should be secondary to these two basic considerations. 
While it is true that a poor illustration fails to convey an adequate impression of the original 
there are occasions when something is better than nothing. Anticipation of demand largely 
direéts the librarian to accept or reject in such cases. Cundall’s The Withdrawal from Dunkirk 
on a 6 by 4 inch card is worth keeping till a better reproduction can be had because it is likely 
to be in demand on account of its subjeét. 

Sources. A certain amount of the picture collection can be gathered from sources 
already to hand in the library. Back numbers of magazines as, L’I//ustration, National 
Geographic, Illustrated London News, along with their special supplements provide suitable 
material. Withdrawn books should be searched for plates. Book jackets can sometimes be 
used as examples of the work of modern designers while posters are typical of another branch 
of modern art. 

These illustrations culled from inside resources are augmented by purchases from art 
publishers. The Medici Society has a wide range of prints. Also useful are the productions of 
the Modern Art Society and the Fine Arts Publishing Company. Nor must the librarian 
overlook the postcard sets issued by such bodies as, the British Museum, the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, the National Gallery and the Bodleian. 

ARRANGEMENT. ‘Two choices present themselves regarding the arrangement of illus- 
trations. Either the scheme of the book classification is adopted or the pictures are arranged in 
diétionary subje& form. In following the shelf classification the book stock is, as it were, 
paralleled in pictorial matter. Readers accustomed to the bibliothecal classification will 
appreciate a similar arrangement of the illustration collection. With the dictionary subject 
form it has to be remembered that the assigning of the subject headings is not altogether a 
simple matter. This difficulty is especially present in dealing with fine art illustrations. If a 
system of rational classification is adhered to, correlation of subjects is assured with a consequent 
increase in the usefulness of the colleétion. 

Following upon classification is the question of Storage. It becomes apparent that 
arrangement and Storage are to some extent inter-related. Unbound material is generally kept 
in files or boxes and the picture collection would seem to lend itself better to box storage. A 
box can be conveniently taken to a table for consultation. This portability characteristic of the 
box is very valuable in a fine art library where readers often want to see not just one particular 
print but examples, say, of schools of paintings or types of pottery. Furthermore boxes allow 
a number of people to use the collection simultaneously. A file, on the other hand, has the 
disadvantage that one reader consulting at a drawer excludes others from using that drawer 
as well as those above or below. The accessibility value of the. department’s illustration 
resources is thus seriously diminished. Folders, too, are easily misplaced and the havoc one 
mortal can make in a file is not just the exaggeration of a crusty librarian! There is, of course, 
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the other type of man who too lazy to lift out a folder to examine its contents, delights in 
scrabbling about in the file, half pulling out and then ramming back the folders to the 
detriment of both print and mount. Where the illustrations are classed according to the book 
scheme, storage in either boxes or files is possible but for reasons already mentioned boxes 
are preferable. 
Should, however, the librarian arrange his collection in diétionary subject style the file 
has advantages almost balancing its disadvantages. Since one drawer is fairly capacious it 
allows at a glance the display of a considerable se¢tion of illustrations. Another point is that a 
diétionary arrangement may necessitate several references throughout the alphabetical sequence 
before the reader gets all he wants. Under such circumstances the difference in convenience 
between taking down and replacing boxes and running over the folders in a file drawer 
is clear. 
Summing up these observations it can be concluded that, if the illustration collection 
is arranged— 
(a) according to the shelf classification, then box storage is more suitable because of the 
“ consultation ” and “ non-portability ” disadvantages of the file. 

or (6) according to the dictionary subject principle, then the file is preferable because its 
capacity helps to minimise the inconvenience of related subjects being separated by 
the accident of alphabetic sequence. 


In addition the collection will be grouped into lending and reference illustrations. For 
the very practical reason of expense some illustrations have to be kept for reference only. 
Rare prints naturally fall into this class. By using two types of storage the reference and 
lending collections can be easily distinguished. Boxes and portfolios can be employed together 
successfully, while in the file two colours of folders serve the purpose of differentiation. 

Whatever method of storage is adopted and irrespective of whether the illustration is for 
reference or lending it is advisable to mount each reproduction. Not only does mounting 
preserve the illustration from wear and tear but it also enhances its appearance. Brown cover 
paper with a crash finish will stand a lot of handling and looks well. The colour is specially 
suitable since it does not show up finger marks readily. Where departmental finances permit, 
reference illustrations are shown to advantage in ivory sunk mounts with hinged cover. All 
details concerning the illustration should be recorded on the back of the mount. This preserves 
the mounted illustration from being disfigured by stamps and pencil marks. Neatness and 
consistency can be assured by the use of a rubber Gamp bearing the headings, class, artist, 
title. The mounted illustrations should be arranged face down so that when either box or 
folder is opened the class mark and other details are uppermost. 

CATALOGUE AND INDEX. Where illustrations are arranged on the diétionary subject 
principle it could be possible to dispense with either an index or catalogue since such an 
arrangement is practically self-indexing. The only addition to the file that might be necessary 
would be the insertion of see a/so guides. A classified collection of illustrations needs both a 
catalogue and an index. Each illustration then has a catalogue entry under the artist, different 
coloured cards or slips being used to distinguish between reference and lending. With a 
similar physical make-up the iconographical index consists of entries under subject and title. 
In addition it will be found useful to include in the catalogue analytical entries for reproductions 
in reference books. The confining of illustration analyticals to reference books in a fine art 
library where almost every other book contains reproduétions is an obvious necessity. The 
time that can ordinarily be spared to analyticals has to be considered as well as the faét that if 
only reference stock is so treated then the illustrations are always available. 

Issuz. Illustrations are best issued in portfolios with ties to safeguard against damage 
or loss. Each wallet should be numbered and have an issue label and book card. The number 
on the book card corresponds with the portfolio number. As illustrations are meant to be 
supplementary to the book stock the privilege of borrowing them without depositing a 
reader’s ticket may well be granted. Instead the reader’s name and address is to be noted on 
the book card which is filed in the issue in its numerical sequence. The maximum number of 
illustrations lent out at a time depends upon the extent of the collection and the demands 
upon its resources. 
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Books in the Battle 
By Frank Hickman, A.L.A. (Bermondsey Public Libraries). 
(Continued) 


Ir is with much regret that the Trustees of the National Central Library have to report that 
the greater part of the premises of the Central Library was completely destroyed by a fire 
caused by enemy action. The portions which have been completely destroyed include the 
Adult Class Department, with all its records and books (other than those a: present on loan ; 
the Bureau of reference books and the Library of Congress Card Catalogue are at Bourne 
Lodge) ; the Information Department (though here again the union catalogues and the more 
important books are at Bourne Lodge); the whole of one book stack and a large part of a 
second stack ; the Board Room and several offices. Most of the rest of the building has been 
slightly or seriously damaged by water or fire. A third bookstack has been damaged by water 
only, and most of the books in this stack have been saved. A large stack on the ground floor 
has also escaped serious damage. The work of salvage is still proceeding. 

It has been possible to save many thousands of books, some of which have been taken 
from parts of the building which have since been burnt or have collapsed. It is hoped that 
it may be possible to dry many of the books which have been damaged by water only. Among 
the books lost are many volumes of series, such as the Rolls Series and the Calendars of State 
Papers, and the publications of such bodies as the Carnegie Institution of Washington, the 
Early English Text Society, the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, and many 
others. Most of the records in connection with issues are kept at Bourne Lodge, but many 
records and application forms recently received have been destroyed. It is hoped, therefore, 
that all librarians and others concerned will be kind enough to assist the Library by writing 
about any books they may have been borrowed or lent and about which they do not hear within 
a reasonable time. It is hoped also that they will forgive delay in dealing with correspondence. 
In the case of books issued to Adult classes, the whole of the catalogue, records, and corres- 
pondence has been destroyed, so the Library has to depend upon those concerned to return 
boxes of books and single books borrowed from the Adult Class Department when they 
are due back. In the present circumstances it is hoped that libraries in Regional Systems, 
Outlier Libraries, and University Libraries will be even more generous than usual. It will 
take some considerable time to discover which books have been lost, and in the meantime 
most of the others are stacked on the floor and must necessarily be inaccessible until fresh 
accommodation and shelving can be found. 

Until recently, at any rate, Portsmouth’s major casualty has been the Carnegie Branch 
Library. This being the roomiest of the City’s branches, it proved possible, by the exercise 
of considerable ingenuity and co-operative work, to open a reconstructed adult and juvenile 
lending library on the premises in a little over a week after the bombing. Some stock was 
lost, but the remainder was soon fulfilling its normal funétions. It is probable that, as a dire& 
result of this misfortune, serious inroads have been made upon the accumulated increased 
issues of the City of Portsmouth Libraries. In addition, a certain rearrangement of accommo- 
dation has been necessitated, the chief effe&t from the public point of view being the with- 
drawal of a number of newspapers and periodicals from the Central newsroom for availability 
at the Carnegie branch. 

The Leith Branch Library at Edinburgh has been straddled by high explosives and 
seriously damaged in consequence. The building will have to remain closed until the end 
of the war. Immediate temporary arrangements have been made, however, for readers to 
borrow books from the McDonald Road Branch Library. Full details of losses have not yet 
been made available. 

Another library which nas suffered radically is the Plymouth Central Public Library. 
The building has been completely gutted. The whole of the stock with the exception of four 
accession books, in which the stock was being re-written,and some 2,000 of the more valuable 
books of local and reference charaéter, which were in the basement, has been completely 
destroyed. “ From the ground floor up not a whole sheet of paper is left, and of the records 
nothing” except the accession books mentioned. The Plymouth Library has been the devoted 
work of at least two distinguished Librarians, and it would appear that probably more than 
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100,000 volumes have been lost apart from all the fittings, furniture and methods which for 
the past sixteen years Mr. Frederick C. Cole has brought to a most satisfactory state. Such 
losses will require long and painful processes to make good. 

Early in the first London raids another important library was hit by a bomb which did 
considerable internal damage. Although the Catalogue Hall and book lift were badly affected, 
the books escaped miraculously, suffering merely the indignity of being strewn over the 
floors. A few nights later the Library building was hit by two high-explosive bombs. One 
heavily damaged a special Library. The second fell in the Courtyard and, thanks to the 
precautions taken, did not succeed in harming the contents of the Music Library and the 
Reference Libraries whose windows were all blown out. A further bombing attack resulted 
in the building again being hit, this time causing much damage to the Music Room and its 
contents. Actually, another room received the full fury of the explosion. The Room itself 
was wrecked and the tattered parcels of theses, together with twisted steel cases, broken stone, 
bricks, plaster and glass, were heaped in confusion. Even so, about ninety per cent. of the 
documents escaped complete destruction. They were collected from among the debris for 
cleaning, etc., and the fragments of those which were partially destroyed have been gathered 
up,in the hope that they may yet prove of value. The damage in the Music Library and Room 
was aggravated by the heavy rain which fell during the days immediately following the 
bombing. Salvage operations in the Music Library revealed that the pianola and gramo- 
phones had been cut and disfigured by flying glass, but that the gramophone records and 
pianola rolls were safe. The wall of one of the audition rooms was rent asunder, yet a small 
bust of Beethoven, fixed to it on a bracket, remained untouched! Tragedy followed when 
a bomb crashed through a special Library and exploded in the strong-room below, where over 
a thousand of the choicest works were stored. In both places the wreckage was deplorable, 
and many books were badly affected. Unfortunately, after the previous bombing, the rarer sets 
in the Music Library, such as the complete works of Beethoven, Bach, Purcell and Handel, 
and other finely bound collections of musical works, were removed to the strong-room on a 
mezzanine floor for greater safety, and there they have met with disaster through the explosion 
of this particular bomb. 

The Librarian, whose onerous task it is to watch over the extensive and valuable 
collections of the Library, is able to report that none of the manuscripts has been damaged 
beyond repair ; only a few books in one special collection have been completely destroyed. 
The volumes which were packed in metal deed chests at the beginning of the War have 
escaped with little or no injury, though the chests were battered and crushed and in some 
cases pierced b, shrapnel. The rescued books and theses from various sections of the Library 
have been, or are being, removed towards the centre of the block, considered to be the safest 
part of the building, but the possibilities of housing them are strictly limited. It may even be 
necessary to pile some of the larger books in dumps in the Periodicals Room. The sympathy 
and good wishes of every librarian will go out to him and his staff, who have had the almost 
impossible task of trying to safeguard the extensive collections, and who now have to tackle 
difficult repair work in addition to their normal duties. 

The first open access library to be opened in the City of Liverpool was severely damaged 
by incendiary bombs last year. The roof was almost completely destroyed by fire and books, 
furniture and fittings were damaged by water. Although this Branch Library carried a stock 
of over 21,000 volumes as well as 11,000 novels in reserve, the number of books rendered 
totally unfit for further use was only 896 ; the bindings of 2,530 books were badly damaged 
and 2,357 volumes were slightly impaired. The type of metal island book-cases in use helped 
to limit the damage to these proportions. It is estimated that £352 will be required to make 
good the book losses and {257 for furniture and fittings. Temporary premises were secured 
on the opposite side of the road, enabling the full service of the Branch Library to be resumed 
within a few days of the fire. 

It was recently disclosed that the British Museum Newspaper Library has been damaged 
by enemy action. A bomb scattered hundreds of bound volumes of newspapers in all direétions. 
As it was the two-storey repository, built in 1903, which was actually hit, it may be presumed 
that the files of provincial newspapers have been the ones to suffer most harm. Details of the 
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losses are not yet available, but it is known that many soiled items will be worth preserving 
after some attention. 

Other libraries than those already mentioned have felt the effeéts of air raids, but as 
reliable particulars of their losses have not yet come to hand, no very useful purpose could be 
served in referring to them in this present series of articles. From what has been written it is 
plain that books have not been spared in the present battle. Nor, perhaps, is this surprising. 
In “ total warfare ” the destruction of the citizen’s reading supplies cannot be considered less 
vital to those prosecuting such a war than the destruction of any other of his needs—‘‘ Man 
shall not live by bread alone” is a truth known to aggressor and defender alike. 


Some Problems of Special Libraries 


By Joxun L, THornton (Librarian, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical College). 


Tue public library system of this country is frequently referred to as a net-work covering 
the populated areas, and all the libraries forming the links of the net are related to each other 
by their function. Special libraries are rarely considered as a body, for there are degrees of 
specialization, and there also remain differences of opinion as to a satisfactory definition of the 
term “ special” as applied to libraries. This latter has been discussed elsewhere, but the 
reasons for the possibility of treating public libraries as a whole, and the lack of cohesion 
between special libraries, are worthy of consideration. 

The public library as we now know it dates back roughly ninety years, during which 
period the library systems have grown rapidly, stimulated by the healthy rivalry between 
neighbours, and a keen competition with other areas. Special libraries, on the other hand, 
have not possessed the advantages of these conditions. In many instances they have crawled 
through centuries in a state of almost complete stagnation, lack of competition, isolation, and 
the consequential necessity for individual development causing all but the strongest to 
become mere accumulations of literature. Until quite recently, even among themselves, the 
different types of special library remained segregated, although there has been a germ of 
co-operation at work during the past decade. The value of competition cannot be too strongly 
stressed as a most important factor in the development of libraries, and isolation must result in 
stagnation. 

Many special libraries are housed in antiquated buildings, often in converted premises 
never intended to house books. Cramped quarters result in badly organized stocks, and in 
many of these libraries modern methods of organization and routine are unknown. For 
example, arrangement of the stock in order of accession is still practised. Staffs are frequently 
untrained, sometimes consisting of clerical assistants, perhaps functioning under honorary 
librarians, and in most instances they are numerically inadequate. This latter is probably due 
to financial restriGtions, for extension of service receives little consideration. 

Special libraries as a whole contain extremely important stocks, particularly those that 
have continued to amass literature through several hundred years. The university libraries 
and those attached to learned and scientific societies are of particular value, but their potential 
value would be greatly enhanced if they were decently housed and administered. For example, 
the library of the Royal Society consists of a remarkable collection of historical scientific books 
and manuscripts, the value of which cannot be estimated without the overhaul of the stock. The 
Zoological Society possesses a unique library that requires the services of a full-time trained . 
librarian, but at present it labours under the disadvantage of lacking that most necessary 
officer. 

Unlike public libraries, which must often cater for a scattered population, special libraries 
are usually concentrated in the thickly populated towns. In London, for example, they are 
particularly numerous, and there is much overlapping of stocks. This is inevitable owing to 
the lack of co-operation between the libraries. If they would co-operate for the organization 
of information, and for purchasing, in addition to lending through the National Central 
Library (which latter certain of the libraries do), they would reap mutual benefit. Further- 
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more, there seems to be no reason why the public and special libraries in an area should not 
collaborate, for each has much to offer the other. 

There appears to be an urgent need for stimulation, which co-operation alone can 
successfully provide. Backward libraries cannot participate to advantage in any scheme for 
mutual benefit, for they retard the progress of others. The organization of existing material 
would enhance the post-war value of technical and scientific libraries, and would also prove 
beneficial at the present period, but shortsightedness has resulted in the potential resources 
of special libraries being almost completely ignored. Many are restricted by existing circum- 
tances, such as the evacuation of borrowers, or of certain valuable material, but a post-war 
aim should be the complete re-organisation of these libraries. They might work together in 
groups of technical, scientific, medical, university, e/c., libraries, to repair the damage sustained 
by their unfortunate colleagues. Duplicate and unwanted material should be pooled for the 
benefit of those sustaining loss of stock. For instance, the libraries of University College, 
London, must be rebuilt to their former Status. Betterment of conditions must result in 
increased service, and increased co-opeiation would provide the impetus necessary to promote 
a closer investigation of existing problems, and an attempt at solving them to the benefit 
of all concerned. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear STENTOR, 

Knowing what a man you have always been to seek early repose I venture to inquire if 
you have as yet discovered, like the character in “ Journey’s End” whose name I do not 
recall, how beautiful the dawn can be. I am also minded to query you upon the peculiar 
fascination of perching upon a roof watching searchlights flick into brilliance at the oncoming 
drone of a unit of the Luftwaffe, and particularly upon the engaging thrill which comes from 
the commencement of gunfire, whereupon the said units of the Luftwaffe generally make off 
hot-foot for some other place. In other words, plainly said, have you yet engaged in the task 
of fire watching ? 

I suppose that you must have done so, if only to set an example, for every library that I 
have visited of recent times has its fire duty rota. Leéturing the other week I was much 
amused to discover on the top floor of the Central Library a large dustbin, against which leaned 


two stout sticks. Seeing my intent gaze the acting librarian explained : “ Two of us take duty 
up here each week night, and if an incendiary comes through the roof we have to 
Beat Dustsin Our Sticks, ~ 


whereupon the men in the A.R.P. depot in the basement will rush up and extinguish it ! ” 

In my own library we have a rather better stunt ; a firewatchers’ post in the roof, duly 
protected, and situated therein a bell-push which conneéts with sundry powerful alarms, three 
rings upon which cause a female in the Ambulance depot to summon the fire brigade forthwith. 

Up to the ee time, by the special engagement of men as firewatchers and the goodness 
of heart of such of we tottery males as are left, we have not yet had to call upon our female 
assistants to firewatch. But, | suppose, their day will come. The revision of the Schedule of 
Reserved Occupations will thin the ranks of Tuscany, and it appears to me that some time this 
year, Stentor, both you and | will have 


THe PLEASURE OF DOoNNING BarrLe-DREss. 


One thing which raises qualms in my heart will be the acquisition of the mystic knack of 
keeping a forage cap perched upon my noble cranium at the correé angle. 

This joining ot H.M. forces, for we slightly older stagers, is a difficult enough business. 
Up to the last few days we were too young for the last war and too old for this spasm. So far 
as I know only one professional colleague, of the many who applied, has succeeded in getting 
himself commissioned in the R.A.F., V.R. (Administrative). 1 should have enjoyed that job, 
Stentor, for certain pleasant mannered gentlemen designate themselves Pilot Officers (truth- 
fully enough) and concern themselves with the promotion of football, boxing, and concert 
parties and swimming. What a swimming officer you would have made, dear fellow ! 
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I forget what I “‘ expressed a preference for ” when | registered in January last. I believe 
I said something about the Marines, but time will show. 

A near neighbour of mine is proposing to enrol himself in the Auxiliary Fire Service, 
believing that it is yet possible to be within that gallant band and not climb ladders, in order 
to have the benefit of remaining at home to supervise his very dear library. Perhaps he is right, 
because | cannot imagine him as a gunner, sapper or trooper, not to speak of an A/C 2, or A.B. 

Did you close any earlier last winter ? In our part of the world, the syrens used to blow 
about 6.30 p.m. with great frequency, and a deputation of my female staff pointed out how 
necessary it was for them to be home before that happening, and being in good humour we 
obliged them. Probably you told your girls not to be foolish and that they must continue at 
their toil until the usual hour of 8 p.m. One of my Committee pointed out how awful it was 
for girls to be going home after the syrens had gone and the guns had Started up. But he said 
nothing when | reminded him that our A.R.P. damsels were regularly setting out from their 
homes after the syrens had sounded and the said guns had started up for voluntary duty. 

Re-reading this effusion it occurs to me that I sound 


DisrincrLy VENOMOUS. 


As a matter of fact, Stentor, | am beginning to feel a little tired. In 1938 the Munich business 
brought me back from holiday just started ; in 1939 | was going away on the 7th September ; 
and last year our beneficent Town Council banned holidays, except for two spells of four days 
each that I was too busy to take advantage of. This year they have passed a resolution granting 
six working days, and before the end of this month I propose to shoot off to enjoy them. This 
holiday business might be more uniformly done. Our neighbouring town has continued with 
holidays as usual and at Easter closed down from Thursday evening to Tuesday morning, 
wh’'le we were “ going to it ” as usual. 

Have you become entangled w'th add’t‘onal honorary tasks, dear Stentor ? I imagine 
that you have been impounded to become Honorary Secretary for the Information Committee, 
at least. For my own part I appear to be Local Fuel Overseer, Hon. Secretary for the Informa- 
tion Committee, Hon. Secretary for the District Blood Transfusion Scheme, a dabbler in War 
Savings, Weapons Week, the colleétion of binoculars, Mayoress’s Comforts for the Troops 
Fund, Youth Committee, Hon. Organiser for Troops’ Concerts, and other extraneous matters. 
To this one can add shortage of staff, an obstacle in itself. 

Books still continue to be plentiful, and travellers in that commodity still arrive in endless 
procession, although one or two of them are now in khaki. I suppose that the supply of books 
will be slowed down eventually, but, so far as I can judge, that State of affairs is still distant. At 
any rate in my part of the world travellers still urge one to buy without restraint of numbers. 

Speaking of the paper shortage, in general, we are playing our part in the economy wave, 
although | appear to have collected more envelopes than we shall ever re-use, and we have our 
“ Economy label,” all very pretty. But the other day | observed that our economy labels 
actually cost one shilling more per thousand than manilla envelopes! How we librarians 
swallow camels and Strain at gnats. 

In the main, the past four months have been uneventful, so far as they concern this 
happily anonymous corner of England. Despite numberless visits of enemy aircraft they have 
done nothing worse to us than break some glass, and I have had no opportunity, as yet, of 
demonstrating my resourcefulness in taking over school halls, shops, etc., to maintain our 
service. | trust that if the occasion comes I shall be equal to it, bearing in mind the grand work 
of some of our colleagues. A neighbour of mine had a bomb in his newest branch, opened but 
a few months, and I did hear of another whose premises suffered damage by two pavement 
flagstones being hurled high into the air causing them to drop like bombs through two storeys. 

To you, in these closing lines, | merely repeat those homely words John Hilton uses : 
“ Look after yourself ! ” 

Vale ! 
Hypra. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LerrERS ON Our AFFAIRS,” 
—Editor, Tut Lisrary Wor.p. 
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Personal News 


The Library Association Carnegie Medal for 
an Outstanding Book for Children published 
during 1940 has been awarded to Miss Kitty 
Barne for “ Visitors from London.” 


Mr. James Ross, M.A., City Librarian of 
Bristol, gave an address to the Weston-super- 
Mare Rotary Club on April 4th on “Coleridge 
and his Associations with the West Country.” 


Miss Audrey Lilian Wright, Assistant Li- 
brarian, South-West Essex Technical College. 
Walthamstow, to be Children’s Librarian at 
the Barking Central Library. 


Topicalities 
Edited by Frank Hickman, A.L.A. 


DERBYSHIRE.—As a measure of economy 
it has been found necessary to discontinue the 
quarterly “ County Library Book List” and 
to replace it with an abridged edition which 
will be issued every month. The first of these 
condensed monthly lists (March, 1941) is well 
printed, carefully selected and usefuily anno- 
tated. Copies are on sale, price 4d. 


GILSTRAP.—Under the title ‘‘ The Home 
Front ” the Gilstrap Public Library has pub- 
lished an annotated guide to a_ practical 
selection of literature on A.R.P., Fire-Fighting, 
First Aid, Nursing, Hygiene and Fitness, 
Food, and War-time Gardening. In an intro- 
duction to this aid to reading the Gilstrap 
Librarian suggests ways in which the public 
can help to keep up the standard of service of 
the Public Library in face of the fact that well 
trained staff has had to be replaced by young 
and inexperienced temporary assistants. War- 
time has made the Gilstrap Public Library 
extremely busy, and during the past year an 
increase of 20,000 issues has been fecorded. 


LEICESTER.—The joint bulletin for the 
Leicester Public Libraries, Museum and Art 
Gallery has retired to make way for two new 
bulletins, one devoted to Public Library 
matters and the other to Museum and Art 
Gallery affairs. Volume 1, Number 1, of the 
“ Bulletin of the Leicester Museum and Art 
Gallery ” is a first-class publication. More and 
more children are making use of museums and 
art galleries, and this newly born bulletin 
appropriately dedicates its first number to the 
hopes, the needs, the service of the children 


URGENTLY WANTED. 
Les Héros de la Ligue, ou la procession monacale, 
conduite par Louis XIV. pour la conversion des 
protestans du royaume de France. Sm. 4to., Paris, 
chez Pére Peters, a |’Enseigne de Louis-le-Grand, 


1691. 
69 J. A. Ngunvuys, 
“SunnysipDe,”” Porrer PrvNer, Mippx. 


with whom the future lies. The typography 
and layout combine to give a modern dignity 
to the publication. The cover bears a coloured 
linocut by John Lavrin, aged nine. This is a 
true work of art fully meriting the honour of 
decorating the inaugural number of what 
promises to be a highly successful publication. 
During March and April John Lavrin and his 
brother David, aged eight, held an exhibition 
of their works at the Museum and Art Gallery, 
New Walk, Leicester. 


Library Reports 


By Herserr C. SAWrELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


Cuoruey Public Library, Museum and Art 
Gallery.—Annual Report, 1940. Borough 
Librarian, R. H. Blackburn, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion (1931), 30,796. Income from Rate, 
£1,750. Stock: Lending, 16,865; Refer- 
ence, 3,825; Schools, 2,222. Additions, 
2,514. Withdrawals, 2,033. Issues: Lend- 
ing, 93,030; Juvenile, 33,968; Schools, 
27,993. Borrowers, 5,833; extra tickets, 
1,358. 

The year just closed has been a highly successful 
one from many points of view. In spite of war con- 
ditions many new readers were enrolled, and the book 
circulation from each department was greatly increased. 
From the adult lending department an increase of 5,760 
was recorded ; from the juvenile library almost 5,000 
more books were issued, while in the school libraries 
the increase reached 10,901. Several interesting ex- 
hibitions were arranged in the Museum and Art 
Gallery and all attraéted considerable attention. 


Hauirax Public Libraries—Annual Reporc, 
1940. Chief Librarian, Frank Haigh. Popu- 
lation (est. 1938), 97,370. Total stock, 
139,404. Additions, 6,673. Withdrawals, 
4,493. Total issues, 673,626. Borrowers, 


WANTED TO PURCHASE 


British Museum General Catalogue of 
Printed Books & Supplements, 1881-1900 


COMPLETE SET ONLY 
Edw. G. Allen & Son, Ltd. 
12 & 14, Grape Street, London, W.C 2 
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22,675; each borrower is allowed three 
tickets. 

This Report is contained in the Halifax Reader's 
Guide for January, 1941, and is headed “‘ The Libraries’ 
Busiest Year.” It is shown that the circulation of books 
attained a new record high level, beating the previous 
best by over 33,000, and the previous year’s total by 
86,000. 

HENDON Public Libraries.—Annual Statistics, 
1939-1940. Borough Librarian, |. E. Walker, 
F.L.A. Population (est. 1939), 169,765. 
Rate 2.59d. Income from Rate, £19,335. 
Stock : Lending, 93,760 ; Reference, 11,016. 
Additions, 12,661. Withdrawals, 8,125. 
Issues: Lending, 1,001,175; Reference, 
62,958; School, 84,168. Borrowers, 48,894 ; 
extra tickets, 67,556. Branches, 2. 

In place of the usual Annual Report this 8-paged 
Statistical summary is published. Book circulation for 
the year fell behind that of the previous year, but was 
more than double the total of ten years ago. 
TopMorDEN Public Libraries.—43rd Annual 

Report, 1939-1940. Borough Librarian, 
Victor Cronshaw. Population (est. 1938), 
21,410. Rate 34d. Income from Rate, 
£1,490. Total stock, 37,291. Additions, 
2,428. Withdrawals, 140. Total issues, 
226,986. Borrowers, 10,670; extra tickets, 
2,782. Branches, 3 

Book circulation was not so high in the year under 
review as in previous years, owing mainly to causes 
brought about by the war. ‘The leéture series was 
carried through successfully during the winter months, 
the leétures being remarkably well attended. 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS 
OF INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


THe ACQUISITION AND CATALOGUING OF 
Books. Papers presented before the Library 
Institute at the University of Chicago, 
July 29 to August 9, 1940. Edited by 
William M. Randall, with an introduétion by 
Louis R. Wilson. The University of 
Chicago Press; The Cambridge University 
Press. 15s. net. 

The Library Insttute is apparently the annual 
meeting of the Graduate Library School of Chicago. 
The meeting in 1940 was devoted to the combined 
subjeéts of the Acquisition and Cataloguing of Books. 
The Papers read at that mecting are printed in this 
volume. Among the authors are such well-known 
authorities on library methods as W. W. Bishop, of 
Michigan, Pierce Butler, of Chicago Library School, 
and others equally equipped. The colleétion ts import- 
ant as containing the latest American opinion on the 
various aspeéts of the subjeéts dealt with. 


Heapicar (B. M.) A Manual of Library 
Organization. Revised Edition. The 
Library Association Series VII. Illus. Allen 
& Unwin. ros. 6d. net. 

A new edition of a book that has been much 
appreciated by members of the profession. No funda- 
mental changes have been made in it, but many 
amendments and some additions have brought the 
subject matter up to date, especially in the Bibliography 
and Examination Questions. A couple of new illustra- 
tions have also been added, namely the new Brotherton 
Library in the University of Leeds and the Interior of 
the Adult Lending Library, Southfields Branch. 
Leicester. The last-named, by the way, has no legend 
beneath the picture for purposes of identification. In all 
there are thirty-eight illustrations, six of the plans 
being printed on a folding sheet at the end of the text. 


RANGANATHAN (S. R.) and SunpAram (C.) 
Reference Service and Bibliography. Vol. I, 
Parts I-IV: Theory. With a foreword by 
Sir Maurice Linford Gower. 642 pp. 
1940. Madras Library Association. London: 
Edward Goldston. 15s. 

This is a whale of a book, and a most interesting 
one. Note the particulars: 642 pages covering only a 
— of the theory Mr. Ranganathan and his collaborator 

ave abstracted from their Studies or devised from their 

intense experience in a well-run, active university 
library. It is a work, too, not only considerable in size, 
but full of qualities. All things i in library work, even the 
most elementary notions and processes, are reduced as 
it were to a system of philosophy and all are treated 
with a gentle and yet profound seriousness ; sometimes, 
we fear, giving too great an emphasis to minor details. 
If we read Mr. Ranganathan aright, he does not believe 
anything in librarianship to be minor. Only a long 
review, for which we are unable in these war days to 
afford space, would serve to describe the work fully ; 
but if it continues on its present scale it will be the most 
extensive work on the subjeé& in English. This much 
may be said. The writing is attractive and if we find it 
too elaborate in a few places, it is always worth while. 

We also think that every lover of libraries will find 

something in it to increase his love. 


GENERAL. 


AcLANp (Sir Richard, Bt.) The Forward March. 
Allen & Unwin. Cloth. 3s. 6d. net. 

The author of Unser Kampf has endeavoured to 
describe what should be at the root of the new order of 
life to be established after the war is ended. This is no 
small task ; it necessitates the remodelling of what has 
been in force for a long time, a new conception of what 
“ Service to humanity ”’ at large really implies. A useful 
handbook for those who wish to speculate on what the 
future will bring forth. 


ArmMstronG (George Gilbert) Why another 
World War? How we missed colleétive 
security. Allen & Unwin. ros. 6d. net. 


It is impossible to say definitely what the solution 
offered by the Pacifists of the present crisis and the 
future settlement really is. The author admits that some 
members of the Peace organisations are prepared to 
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tee to a resort to force by an international government 

hers are opposed to it. While power is in the hands 
of the believers in force (and this includes weapons of 
all kinds) a majority of Pacifists, unless it were an over- 
whelming majority, would be of very little use. Guns 
must be reckoned with in terms of votes. 


CampBeLL (Commander A. B., R.D.) You 
have been listening to... Illus. Chapman 
& Hall. §s. net. 

A book for the radio-lover, easy to read, tells about 
the secrets of the wireless, the people behind the micro- 
phone and the general working of Broadcasting House. 
Capable of dealing with every situation, always up to the 
minute, full of quips and humour, Commander Campbell 
is as good to read as he is to listen to, and that is enough 
said. 


Carrick (Edward) (Edward Craig) Designing 
for Moving Pictures. “ How to do it” 
Series, No. 27. Illus: Studio. 8s. 6d. net. 

A praétical book on designing settings for Motion 
Piétures, a subjeét which has been tackled, perhaps for 
the first time in this form, by a man who thoroughly 
knows his job. The cinema like other arts has its serious 
Struggle to get free from commercialism and this kind 
of book is helpful in the battle. The illustrations are in 
every way excellent, which is not to be wondered at, 
considering the well-known reputation of the publishers 
for good produétion. 


CutanG YeE. The Silent Traveller in the 
Yorkshire Dales. Illus. in colour and mono- 
chrome by the author. Methuen. 8s. 6d. 
net. 

The plates alone of this attraétive book are worth a 
great deal, so fresh and inspiring in their simple design, 
colouring and Eastern flavour. Mr. Chiang Yee, who 
has resided in this country for six years, has often 
visited the Yorkshire Dales and observed some of their 
most charming attributes. He has drawn on his memory 
for recolleétions of the beauty spots, since travelling in 
wartime has been reStri€ted, and he sends forth his little 
work in the hope that it will solace others who are 
suffering from a like inability to re-visit long-loved 
scenes. 


(Oliver) A Selection from the 
Letters and Speeches of Oliver Cromwell. 
Edited, with an introduéction and short 
biography by L. C. Bennett, M.A. Fore- 
word by Rt. Hon. Isaac Foot, P.C. Nelson. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A useful seleétion for students of the Civil War 
period. Those who wish to read Cromwell's views in 
his own words will have them before their cyes and 
will probably be led on to read the fuller editions and 
fuller histories of the period. These are mentioned in 
the short but adequate list of modern books at the end. 
CrowTrHER (Geoffrey) An Outline of Money. 

Nelson. tos. net. 

Here is a work which will appeal to all political 
economists, because it deals clearly and compre- 
hensively with the Invention of Money, the Nature of 


A NEW VOLUME 
A New Variorum Edition of Shakespeare 


THE SECOND PART OF 
HENRY THE FOURTH 


Edited by MATTHIAS A, SHAABER. 715 Pages. 
Index. 
This new volume, the 23rd, will be ready shortly. 
A New Variorum Edition of Shakespeare is the 
most authoritative the world has ever known. 


LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT 


By JOEL S. COFFEY and LYMAN E. JACKSON. 
Many valuable illustrations. 500 pages. 12/6 
This book should be of particular use to those en- 


gaged in livestock production. It represents an 
assembly of facts, principles, and points of view of 
the livestock industry to help individuals face fhe 
manifold probl of this challenging area of human 
endeavour. 


SEX TALKS TO BOYS 


By IRVING DAVID STEINHARDT, M.D. Kevised 
edition. 12 illustrations. 8/6 
Uniform with “ Sex Talks to Girls.” 
No parent need longer puzzle over the kind ofsex 
instruction to give or the age at which the child 
should be introduced to the subject. 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


ALDINE HOUSE, BEDFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 


Banks, Values, Amounts, Exchanges, Capital, Foreign 
Currencies, the Gold Standard, International Invest- 
ments, and many such questions of High Finance which 
are Greek to the layman until he has made a thorough 
Study of the subje&, and here in this handy work is his 
immediate opportunity to do so. An account of that 
rather mySterious theory known as the Social Credit 
movement is given in an appendix. 


GALLACHER (William) Revolt on the Clyde. 
An autobiography. Lawrence & Wishart. 
Cheap Edition. 2s. 6d. net. 


This is the autobiography of the only Communist 
M.P. He was the leader of the Anti-War Movement in 
Glasgow during 1914-1918, and had several terms of 
imprisonment in consequence. His comments on the 

rominent men of that period, some of whom are still 
in the limelight, are very often scorching. 


GrRENDON (Felix) No Other Caesar. Lane. 


10s. 6d. net. 

To those who like their history up-to-date, this 
life of Julius Caesar is sure to appeal. Here he is 
pictured as perhaps the greatest dictator of all times. 
Though such gentlemen are out of fashion at the 
moment, it is nevertheless amusing to read of their good 
and bad points. Caesar had a lot of both and the author’s 
language in telling them is distin@ly racy. Mr. Grendon 
uses contemporary analogies with great cffeét and the 
moral he draws might well be taken to heart today. 
Shakespeare seemingly had a very different point of 
view concerning the players in this great drama of the 
Roman Empire. 
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Hopkins (Pryns) Aids to Successful Study. 
With a foreword by Professor C. E. Spear- 
man. Allen & Unwin. 5s. net. 

A useful handbook for those who are anxious to 
Study to advantage, and to get the best results of their 
work in the shortest time. There is nothing profound 
about the work but it should serve as a guide to those 
who cannot afford more academic educational facilities. 
A special seétion dealing with books and reading might 
well have been extended, es | it is good as far as it 
goes. Each chapter is followed by a few simple questions 
on its contents. 

Horrasin (J. F.) An Atlas-History of the 
Second Great War. Vol. Il]—July, 1940, 
to January, 1941. Maps and Diagrams. 
Nelson. 3s. 6d. net. 

Vol. Ill of Mr. Horrabin’s excellent Atlas-History 
is carried out on the same scale and by the same methods 
as the two previous volumes. The maps and diagrams 
are clear and helpful. The period covered is from July, 
1940, to January, 1941. 

Jackson (J. Hampden) Estonia. Allen & 
Unwin. 8s. 6d. net. 

The complete story of the Republic of Estonia is 
told in this interesting volume. The period from its 
domination by a minority of German barons under the 
Russian flag to its Struggles during the chaos following 
the 1914 1918 warand its emergence, as an independent 
Republic, is well described. Then after twenty years of 
independence the flood of Soviet Russia submerged the 
country and it is now one of the component parts of 
that great machine. The author claims that this is the 
first book to detail the history of an interesting and 
tragic people. 

Jackson (J. Hampden) and Lee (Kerry) 
Problems of Modern Europe. The Facts at 
a Glance. Illus. Cambridge University 
Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

The presentation of Statistical faéts by pictorial 
diagrams is an effective method of conveying informa- 
tion and the work before us supplies the basic faéts of 
pre-war Europe in an excellent series of illuminative 
pictorial diagrams and then proceeds with another 
similar series to show the possibilities of a Peace 
Conference settlement. All the diagrams are excellent, 
but the Liberated Territories on p. 47 includes in the 
“ Lighter tone " of “ Additional territories annexed ”’ 
the surrounding seas, so that for instance Bessarabia and 
the Black Sea appear to belong to the same series. 
Newson Discussion Books. Nelson. 2s. 6d. 

net. 

No. 70. Dickinson (A. E. F.) Beethoven. 

This concise and handy form of biography is 
something more than the lite of a musician, it also 
interprets his music. At the back of the author's mind is 
the desire to convert personal impressions of Beethoven 
into vivid personal experiences. After discussing the 
man behind the music, he goes on to devote chapters to 
the Sonata, Symphonies, Concertos, Opera, Vocal 
Works, etc., in detail. 


NELSONIAN Liprary. Nelson . 4s. 6d. net. 
No. 65. Kirkus (C. F.) Let’s Go Climbing. 
Illus. with Photographs and a Map. 


The author believes climbing to be the idea} 
exercise and in that belief has described and illustrated 
practically everything conneéted with the sport from 
boot-nails to tent ereétion on the 21,000 foot level of the 
Himalayas. He has done all that he writes about and 
therefore his book is praétical in the extreme and may 
be recommended to the beginner as an excellent 
introduétion to climbing. 


Panum (Hortense) The Stringed Instruments 
of the Middle Ages. Their Evolution and 
Development, from their first appearance 
in the records of the earliest civilisations. 
Revised and edited by Jeffrey Pulver. Over 
400 illus. Reeves. 22s. 6d. net. 

In this ambitious work will be found a thoroughly 
reliable history of early Stringed musical instruments, 
well documented and fully illustrated. The original 
Danish version has won for itself a place amongst the 
exhaustive Studies on the subjeét, and we have to thank 
the editor for his careful revision of the translation and 
for much additional matter from his own researches. 
There are three main divisions in the volume, “ Stringed 
Instruments without Finger-Board,” “ Stringed Instru- 
ments with Finger-Board,” and ‘“ Finger-Board 
Instruments with Neck.”’ The Index is good, but there 
is no bibliography, and the one which appears in 
Kathleen Schlesinger’s Instruments of the Modern 
Orchestra and Early Records of the Precursors of the Violin 
Family will be found valuable in this conneétion. 


Pore-HeNNessy (Una) Durham Company. 
Chatto & Windus. 7s. 6d. net. 

A book with a fine literary flavour distinély 
refreshing in these war-ridden days. The author has 
an attractive and personal way of writing which brings 
vividly to the reader’s mind the places she describes. 
Though chapters deal with such old favourites as Byron 
(at Seaham), Wordsworth (at Sockburn) and Scott (who 
Stayed at Rokeby whilst writing the last of his poetical 
romances), the point of view is new, and the chapters 
on Robert Surtees of Mainsforth are very welcome. 


Sate-Harrison (L.) The Wonders of the 
Great Unveiling. The Remarkable Book of 
the Revelation. Third Edition. Pickering & 
Inglis. 4s. 6d. net. 

\ new edition of a book that has already proved of 
great value to those who have given special Study to the 
understanding of the book of prophecy. Many explana- 
tions have been amplified and many problems have been 
made clear. 

ScHOOLs, 1941. Eighteenth Edition. Folding 
map and illus. Truman & Knightley. 3s. 
net. 

This, the eighteenth edition, is the second published 
since the outbreak of war and great care has been taken 
to include the addresses of the schools which have 
evacuated in a Special Supplement. A specially prepared 
folding map shows the location of the various schools. 
In every way this annual volume is up to standard which 
in these difficult times of book produétion is particularly 
to be commended. 


SKEAPING (John) How to Draw Horses. 
Illus. The Studio. 2s. 6d. 
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Both adults and children—especially those who 
are budding artists and horselovers—will appreciate 
this book to the full. It contains the most delightful 
sketches and diagrams of the noble animal with 
descriptive text. The drawings of the children deserve 
much praise. 


SLOAN (Pat) How the Soviet State is run. The 
Marxist Text Book Series No. 6. Lawrence 
& Wishart. 2s. 6d. net. 


A clear and concise account of the organisation of 
Russia today. Whether the actual conditions are 
pictured it is difficult to say, but, leaving out of account 
these details, it is useful to have the summary of the 
aétual constitution of Russian government and adminis- 
tration as it exists today. 


STEEGMANN (John) Cambridge, as it was and 
as it is today. Illus. from Photographs, Prints 
and Drawings. Col. frontis. Batsford. 


10s. 6d. net. 

It is interesting to have in one volume the past 
history and the present state of the university town. With 
reproductions of old prints and maps and of recent 
photographs it is easy to get a very clear idea of the 
changes whch have taken place in the town and the 
colleges from the earliest period to the present time. 


STEPHENSON (C. H. S.) and SpENcER (Eric C.) 
The War Damage A@, 1941. An Explana- 
tory Guide. Williams & Norgate. 1s. net. 

Many important points and sidelights on the 
subjeét may be gathered from this emergency measure 
which, the authors of this explanatory guide warn the 
reader, does not and cannot approach finality. The 
booklet is issued in handy form with a useful index. 


Srreer (A. G.) Wessex Wins. Faber. 8s. 6d. 


net. 

A very readable account of aétivities written from 
the personal point of view by a farmer who is a farmer 
first and also, through his writings, broadcasting, and 
other occupations, an interpreter of his own countryside 
to town-dwellers who know not of its joys. Mr. Street 
commands personal attention by his intimate and 
interested Style of writing. 


Vickers (Vincent C.) Economic Tribulation. 


Lane. §s. net. 

The author of this exceedingly suggestive work was 
a direétor of Vickers, Ltd., for 22 years, a direétor of 
London As urance and a governor of the Bank of 
England. His views are therefore of considerable 
importance, and when he points out that “* middlemen, 
these agents, these brokers and jobbers, money and 
metal exchange operators, moneylenders, issuing 
houses, banks and insurance companies—these 
entrepreneurs create nothing at all,’’ it behoves the reader 
to see what a man like this author—who has been in the 
thick of the financial system—has to suggest as an 
alternative. 


FICTION. 


Branp (Christianna) Death in High Heels. 
Lane. 7s. 6d. net. 

Cristophe et Cie, the famous dress emporium, is 

managed by Frank Bevan, who has an eye to the beauty 


F oyles torld ooks 


Quick, Efficient Postal Service 


SPECIAL DEPARTMENT FOR 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


New & secondhand Books 
on every subject. Stock of 
nearly 3 million volumes 


BOOKSELLERS TO THE WORLD 


113-125 CHARING CROSS ROAD, LONDON, W.C.2 
Telephone GERRARD 5660 (16 lines) 


of his young lady assistants. One of these “ lovelies ” 
dies of poisoning, and as the murder seems to be an 
inside job, most of the assistants are suspects. A good 
crime Story. 

Witness. 


BurForp (Eleanor) Passionate 


Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

A well-written novel of the dangers of married life 
between people who have prior attachments. Isobel is 
the evil genius against whom Joanna Struggles for the 
safety of her brother Richard and her friend Peter. At 
the close of the book the dark cloud passes. 


Jones (Lewis) We Live. (The story of a 
Welsh Mining Valley.) Lawrence & 
Wishart. Cheap Edition, 2s. 6d. net. 

The author, a working Communist miner, died in 
1939, and had previously written two novels, this 
being the last he wrote. The Story of the Welsh mining 
valley with its conflicts of Communists, mine owners 
and old-fashioned trade unionists (not many of these by 
the way) is an interesting picture. 


WARNER (Rex) The Aerodrome. A Love 


Story. Lane. 7s. 6d. net. 

Unaware of his parentage, Roy is told when he 
comes of age that his supposed father is a murderer and 
this knowledge affeéts his future outlook. He lives in 
the shadow of an aerodrome which absorbs and 
brutalises the life of the quiet village in which it is 
situated. Powerfully conceived, this story is written in 
the first person and the autobiographical style tends to 
emphasise the tragic side of the mechanised existence of 
today and throws a sinister light on the eternal Struggle 
which is a part of the evolution of mankind. 
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Woop (Andrew) Sinners’ Castle. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

An eerie tale of evil-doers who congregate in a 
lonely spot by a lough in Donegal and work out their 
various destinies to an accompaniment of Startling 
events in which bullion, U-Boats, murder and love form 
the concomitant parts. 


JUVENILES. 
Junior Wren Books, Lutterworth Press. 6d. 
net each, 


CaTrHERALL (Arthur) The Bull Patrol. 
The adventures of tive Lone Scouts. 
Harbin (Robert) Information Received. And 
other Stories. 
Four exciting Stories of the East. 
Hewarp M.) Susan the Beast. 
How Susan's new friends reform her. 
SmeEpLeyY (Elisabeth) The Jays write a Book. 
Another Story of the popular Jays. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

“Artan Juntor.”” “Golden Thoughts" Booklets. 
Valentine & Sons, Ltd. 3d. net. Rhymes for the 
Times—Poems of Comfort, Faith and Hope—This 
England—Think on these Things—Verses—Helpful 
Thoughts. These attractive bijou booklets produced in 
waistcoat pocket size, with coloured covers, arc 
intended for enclosing with letters to friends. Further 
titles are in preparation. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
Hk BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY BULLETIN, 
March, 1941.—THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT, April, 
1941. —THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, 
\pril, 1941. —-NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES, Febru- 
ary, 1941.—MACMILLAN’S SPRING BOOKS, 1941. 


Correspondence 
Tue Eptrror, 
“THe Lisrary Worvp.” 
17th April, 1941. 
Sir, 

My letter in your March number was 
intended only to suggest that any attempts now 
to formulate a post-war programme for library 
development were premature, mainly because 
we couldn’t tell what our commitments for 
defence would be after the peace. Then I went 
on to make some reflections on the future use 
of arms, and on racial propensities ; unwisely, 
because Mr. James Burnett is trying to involve 
me in political controversy, though, indeed, | 
shall always be glad to see his name at the foot 
of a letter. 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Mr. Burnett can’t recall my exact words in 
1923—26, and certainly I can’t. But I could 
never have condemned “ the foolish people 
who read ” sociological books because | have 
never thought anything of the kind, let alone 
uttered such a thought, even in jest. What I 
may have said—I must have said it several 
times—is something like this: Nearly every 
book in social science has an answer ; it is the 
duty of the librarian to place side by side the 
theses and the antitheses, in other words the 
books which (for example) state the theory of 
Social Credit, and the others which try to 
knock the bottom out of it. A book-seleétor 
who ignores pro or con isn’t a librarian. Surely 
Mr. Burnett wouldn’t disagree with that 
statement ? 

If I ever used the phrase ‘‘ human beings 
will not be regimented ” | did so loosely. It 
doesn’t sound like me to say it. What I might 
have said—what I say to-day—is that the 
propounders of systems commonly overlook 
the human faétor, so that in any liberal or 
democratic community there must be many 
human beings who won’t conform. In di¢tator 
countries there are also nonconformists for a 
time, until they are imprisoned or killed, but 
we were not thinking of tyrannies in 1923—26, 

The rest of Mr. Burnett’s letter calls for but 
a short answer. I said: ‘‘ The mind and heart 
of a nation are not changed by a change én the 


form of its government.” Mr. Burnett counters 


with: “Is it not precisely a change in the 
“mind and heart ” of a nation that sometimes 
causes it /o change its government.” I said 
“change the form,” not simply change a 
government. Mr. Burnett must answer me by 
citing an example of a nation which has 
changed in mind and heart; no other answer 
will do. 

Again | said: ‘No nation has ever 
abandoned a powerful weapon of war except 
in favour of something more powerful. Hence 
the bomber and the submarine will continue 
to menace us until there is something worse.” 
Mr. Burnett brushes this aside as “ dismal 
pessimism” ; the application of the lessons of 
history by rule-of-thumb. Let Mr. Burnett 
measure more accurately, and cite any example 
proving my Statement to be wrong. 


Yours, etc., 
Ernest A. SAVAGE. 


Edinburgh Public Libraries, 
Edinburgh. 
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AMERICAN REVISED EDITIONS 
bated AMERICAN BOOKTRADE DIRECTORY. NOVEMBER 1069 
lesalers, literary newspaper syndicates, subscription 
book concéms, British publlaher, wholesale agents fo foreign’ publications, 
ts 
Retail by states and cities, and listed 
alphabetically thereunder. Practically all are keyed to give type of store 
and details of departments. A very valuable list, Publishers and 
other lists are alphabetically arranged. This is the booktrade fact book 
of names and addresses in this industry. 60s, net 


THE AMERICAN LIBRARY DIRECTORY. NOVEMBER 1938 
A list by states of some 9,000 libraries—with guide to class of library and 
with names of librafian and statistical data. The Met imeludes: public 
ibraries, library organizations, library schools and leading - libraries 
Canada. The book inchides an index to special collections. 
The arrangement is alphabetical by states, and cities—under which libraries 
are listed in alphabetical order, Includes a great deal of statistical informa- 
tion about each library. 65s. net 


PERIODICALS DIRECTORY—3rd Revised and Enlarged Edition. NOVEMBER 1939 
A CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT 
PERIODICALS—DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN, edited by CAROLYN 
F. ULRICH, Chief Periodicals Division, N.Y. Public Libres 
This directory is planned for those interested in business F 
well as for librarians of all typen and alzes of libraries, not only. as 8 for 
reference but also as an aid in the selection of titles for 
This list does not aim to be exhaustive but its 10,200 selected titles repre- 

i lished in the United States and foreign countries, 
France and have been found most 
collections. 60s. net 


Already published 


AMERICAN BOOK ILLUSTRATORS 
the Librarian of the Century Association. Yat of 
American book illustrators, 119 artists, pe By 
are ofthe 2th Cantar, inclding punters distinguish 
are tury, including ters as distinguished as Thomas ton, 
John Sloan, and George Bellows. Limited -edi 87s. Od. not 


Sole Agents in the Britich Empire and Europe for the books of the 
R. R. Bowker Co., 


J. WHITAKER SONS LTD., 13 BEDFORD SQUARE, W.C.t 
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OUR PLEDGE 
TO THE LIBRARY PROFESSION 


We wish to assure Librarians that it 
is our earnest desire to keep the price of 
Book-binding at a reasonable figure in 
order that the money allotted for this 
purpose may give the greatest possible 
return during present War conditions. 


W gave Librarians a fair deal during 


the last War, you can rely upon our 
doing so again this time. 

OUR PLEDGE—LOWEST PRICES 
CONSISTENT WITH GOOD 


MATERIALS AND SKILLED 
WORKMANSHIP, 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. Bookbinders 


PORTWAY, BATH, SOMERSET and Booksellers 


Printed by Faanx Jucxes Lrv., 8 & 9 St. Mary’s Row, Birmingham 4 
and Published for the Proprietors by Grarron & Co., 51 Geeat Russell Street’ London, W.C.1. 


